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FOR RELEASE: 24 March 1977
FROM: Kika de 1a Garza
95-580
Washington D C
JOHN C WHITE, an old friend of mine and Texas Agricultural Commissioner since 1951, was
sworn in last week as Deputy Secretary of Agriculture having been appointed by President
Carter, and confirmed unanimously by the Senate. It was my pleasure along with Senators
Bentsen and Tower to appear on his behalf in the Senate and to attend the subsequent
ceremony. After opening remarks by Secretary of Agriculture Bob Bergland, the oath of
office was administered by Senator Lloyd Bentsen. All this took place in the beautiful
patio of the main USDA Building.
As Agriculture Commissioner in Texas, to which post he was first elected at
the ripe old age of 25, Mr White was responsible for ongoing reorganization of the de-
partment. He initiated the first cooperative effort with Mexican officials on control
of cotton insect pests. He encouraged the enactment of state legislation for "the regis-
tration and analysis of potentially hazardous agricultural chemicals and was responsible
for the creation of a Consumer Protection and Services Division in his department. He
also inaugurated the Texas Agricultural Projects, a worldwide marketing program, and
has received international recognition for his work in foreign trade development. He
has received the Order of Merit from the Republic of France for promoting trade between
that country and the U S and was the recipient of the Federal Land Bank Medal authorized
by Congress for his contributions to agriculture.
A hearty welcome to Washington to John White! We expect many sound contri-
butions from him during the Carter Administration.
* * *
AN INTERIM REPORT has been issued by the Select Committee on Narcotics Abuse and Control,
on which I have served since it was formed by the House in July 1976. This report does
not attempt to suggest final solutions to the drug abuse problem. That will be the
function of a concluding report when the Select Committee's work is ended. The Interim
Report is designed to reflect the Committee's findings and recommendations based on
comprehensive oversight hearings held last year.
These hearings were designed to obtain from the appropriate agencies of the
federal government information about the current status of law enforcement, narcotics
control and treatment efforts prescribed by congressional mandate.
Answers are sought to such questions as these: Why has narcotics addiction
doubled in the last three years to the point where there are some 800,000 narcotics
addicts and hundre~of thousands of abusers of other substances in the U S at this
time? Why have the federal agencies with responsibility for foreign and domestic con-
trol of narcotics largely failed to stop the illegal flow into this country? What
policy, if any, is required to enable congressional committees and federal agencies
that have jurisdiction over dr~g-related problems to coordinate supply and demand in an
effective way? To what extent is the fragmentation of enforcement efforts responsible
for our overwhelming abuse and abuse-related crime problem? What has been the scope,
nature and extent of the cooperation, if any, between federal law enforcement agenciea
and the treatment programs administered by other federal agencies? For both the short
term and the long term what is the likely direction of the drug abuse dilemma in both
enforcement and treatment?
Satisfactory answers to such questions are not easy to, come by, but the
Select Committee is trying to find them. The drug problem is more acute in the U S
than anywhere else in the world. Today it is estimated that drug abuse costs the nation
at least $27 billion a year. Nearly 40 percent of this cost is the result of crimes
committed by heroin users. In 1975, the rate of serious crime in the U S rose 17 percent
the largest annual increase in the 49-year history of the FBI. And the primary causa
of the deterioration in the U S heroin situation was the large increase in the supply
of heroin reaching our country from Mexico. Our border area has a special interest in
the work of the Select Committee.
RURAL AMERICA continues to make substantial progress in jobs, income, population reten-
tion and growth, and housing, &ccordin2 to a new report to Congress from the Secretary
of Agriculture. The ennual report is required under the Rural Development Act of 1972.
Non-farm wage and salary emp10ym"nt in rural areas has been increasing
twice as fast as metropolitan employment since 1970. Although substantial gains have
been made, job opportunities generally are still not as good as in metropolitan areas.
Population movement into non-metropolitan counties also has continued at a rapid rate
since 1970, in sharp contrast to the 1960s and earlier.
Promising developments are taking place in rural schools, the report says.
It also discusses new federal initiatives in rural health care, manpower and employment
services, fire prevention and control, services to the handicapped and providing com-
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TWO PAMPHLETS have been published by the U S Customs Service to ease the way for tra-
velers to foreign countries. Foreknowledge about Customs regulations will enable in-
spectors to conduct post-holiday travel baggage examination with a minimum of delay.
The two pamphlets are "Know Before You Go" and"GSP & Traveler" (GSP means Genera1i:::ed
System of Preferences under which some 2,700 items from 98 nations and 39 territories
may be brought into the U S duty free.) The pamphlets are free for the asking.
* * *
Visiting my office from home this week were Mr Sigifrido Vera of
Mrs Robert L Dirks of George West; Mrs Olivia Rivas of Harlingen;
Eichorn of Kingsville; Mr Abc M Katz and Mr and Mrs John Northcutt
of McAllen.
* *
